Water metér sy s tem is an"flssue
at hearing on rate increase -

MARK GILLISPIE .
PlamDealerReporter :

The ,'Cle'vela,nd City Council

_ wants to know what effect the city -
Water Department’s $91 million
automated meter reading system_

“is having on a proposed rate in- -

crease.

Mayor Frank Jackson s admin-
1strat10n could not provide an an-
swer' Wednesday dunng the coun-

cil’s first heanng on the proposed'

rate increase.
- The hearing drew 1no protests
and few pomted questions. Many

suburban mayors, who have criti- -
_ cized the proposed rate increases,

were attendmg Cuyahoga County__
" Executive Ed FltzGerald s “state of -
.the cotinty”™ address on Wednes-kﬁ
.day. . S .
Councﬂman M1chael Polensek g
a pers1stent cnt1c of the Water De-
partment and the Jackson admin-_
istration, said e doesn’t think the .
- council was given an accurate pic-
ture of the department’s finances -
" last year when officials sought the -
council’s permrsswn to buy the :

meter reading system.’ -

“We’re supposed to provrde
over51ght and:the-only way we‘ .
can provrde overs1gh1 s to’have

1nformat1on,” Polensek said.
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‘the: questlon about the meter-

’ﬂ readmg system, along with a

complete copy of the depart-
‘ment’s rate study, will be posted
on the council’s website. " -

4 eople aré mumbling about it;”
KeIley sard after the hiearing, “Let’s
- answer. the question conclusively
and let's move on with it.” '

Kelley added that he didn’t

iy thmk ‘the cost of the meter-read-

ing system would affect rates

|

much. The admlmstratlon has

sa1d it needs to raise rates be- §

cause of plummetmg consump—
tion at a time when thé depart-
ment’s costs continue torise.:
Jackson’s admm13trat10n has
proposed ralsmg rates 82 percent
fora typ1cal Cleveland residential
customer and around 50  percent

for suburban. customers over the
"next 434 years.

The Water. Department whlch

directly bills about 414,000 ac-

counts in 70 Northeast Ohio
communities, has tradltlonally
recelved a rate increase nearly
every year since the early -1990s.
The city’s consultants say the de-
partment ‘will be 1nsolVent by
2015 if it does not raise rates.

. But this rate request comes as
the Water Department has been
criticized for its billing problems

.entire process

- two or three more hea.nngs

public has, ‘the better

Ry

Wednesday’s hearing. =

“Water Department off1c1alsr

will make an April 28 presenta-
tion to the Northeast Ohio May-
ors and Managers Association.

‘The next’ City Council heanng :
on the rate increase is. scheduled\
for Wednesday, Apl']l 20. Kelley_ 5.

said he planned-to. hold at- least:

The administration wants the

rate i mcrease to take effect July 1

Kelley sar after' _
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